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Traffic jam polluting air
WB study says 20pc pollutioncut can save up to 3,500 deaths, avert 230m cases of
respiratory diseases a year
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This recent photo shows vehicles stuck in gridlock on Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue in the capital burning fuel but not going
anywhere. According to World Bank and Bangladesh government assessment, traffic jams and brick kilns are the main
reasons for the city's air pollution, which is five times the acceptable level. Photo: STAR
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Traffic congestion in the capital and smoke from brick kilns are the main reasons for air pollution in Dhaka city,
according to the World Bank and the Bangladesh government.
The Ministry of Environment and Forests says that vehicles in Dhaka move 14kmph on an average, which is
very slow and causes them to burn more fuel and contribute to air pollution. They say the average speed could
come down to 4kmph by 2025 if things do not improve.
The ministry thinks if pollution can be reduced by 20 percent, at least 1,200 to 3,500 lives can be saved and 80
to 230 million cases of respiratory diseases can be averted each year.
A website (www.casemoef.gov.bd) of the ministry has mentioned this data. The web page is of a government
project called Clean Air and Sustainable Environment (CASE), set up with the support of the World Bank to
reduce the capital's smog, produced by brick kilns and vehicles, which has been steadily increasing in recent
years. The World Bank and Bangladesh jointly conducted a Country Environmental Assessment and came up
with the data.
The website says that if air pollution is reduced by 20 percent, it would also save $170 to 500 million in
healthcare costs and increase the productivity of city dwellers.
Department of Environment officials said faulty vehicles, smoke from brick kilns, dust from construction sites
and toxic fumes from industries are the main sources of particulate matter. According to environment officials
who conducted a prestudy before the joint assessment for CASE, around 60 percent of city air pollution is
caused by thousands of unfit and faulty vehicles, especially those that run on diesel. They say vehicles older
than 20 years could not be taken off the city streets. These vehicles add to city traffic, congestion and air
pollution.
According to sources at the Department of Environment, the density of airborne particulate matter is around
250 micrograms per cubic metre in Dhaka, which is five times the acceptable level of 50 set by the National
Ambient Air Quality Standard of Bangladesh.
The CASE website notes that Dhaka air consists of common pollutants, including particulate matter, sulphur
dioxide (SO2), carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NOx), groundlevel ozone (O3), volatile organic
compounds, hydrogen sulphide (H2S), sulphates and nitrates.
Additional air pollutants of concern include toxic metals (lead, mercury, manganese, arsenic and nickel),
benzene, formaldehyde, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB), dioxins, and other persistent organic compounds,
the web content add.
Dhaka is surrounded by brick kilns which have been contributing to the capital's air pollution.
The Clean Air and Sustainable Environment project has a brick kiln component which aims to usher in a new
era in brick manufacturing in Bangladesh.

http://archive.thedailystar.net/newDesign/newsdetails.php?nid=221830

1/2

3/22/2015

Traffic jam polluting air

Under the project, the Department of Environment will work towards changing the institutional, legal and
regulatory framework. To that effect, the project will provide technical support to the newly established Brick
Advisory Committee in an effort to make the industry green.

ADVERTISEMENT

The project also aims at developing a longterm strategic policy framework for the brick industry that will
include a strengthening of laws and regulations. The adoption of cleaner technologies and practices will be
promoted among the brick enterprises through demonstration projects and awareness campaigns.
A study, Environmental Performance Index 2012, conducted by the US universities Yale and Columbia, found
Dhaka to be the 31st most polluted city out of 132 cities across the world.
SHARE ON

More from The Daily Star

Other Internet Stories

Moneylaundering charges pressed

10 Things You Need to Know about Women
(ActionAid International)

News in Brief

The RealLife Story of a Man Who Found True
Happiness Only After His… (CocaCola
Journey)

15 hurt as BCL rivals clash at JU

Year's first solar eclipse observed

Foreign dignitaries continue to condole Zillur’s
death

The treatment cancer patients aren’t being
told about (Envita)
Invisibility Cloaks Are Real: Here's How They
Work (iQ by Intel)
Bedrosian Book Club Podcast (Bedrosian
Center)
Recommended by

COMMENTS

Salam
Friday, February 10, 2012 03:33 AM GMT+06:00 (162 weeks ago)

Cars currently moving at 14kmph and projected to go down to 4 kmph by
2025! Isn't riding a bike or even walking to commute better? I suppose none
of our wise politicians care about this situation otherwise they would have
taken steps to improve Dhaka's air.

This report is alarming and reliable.
Our next generation will be at least
partially disable if traffic jam and
dust in the air is not reduced.

: Dr. M.Mahboob Hossain

Louise Flynn
Friday, February 10, 2012 09:44 AM GMT+06:00 (162 weeks ago)

Arriving at Dhaka Airport two weeks ago for my first time in Bangladesh I was
shocked by the appalling level of air pollution. This wonderful country
deserves more tourism but it will not happen if foreigners are met by this
visible, smellable and healththreatening miasma. A solution should be
found and soon.
M.Shafiqul Alam
Friday, February 10, 2012 11:03 AM GMT+06:00 (162 weeks ago)

The study has not figured the opportunity cost of using old buses with
reference to the ratio of number of available buses with the size of
passengers while its focus remains on the environmental point only. Likewise
bricks are but an essential component for construction sector and has to be
made available at a cheaper rate to keep pace with the growing demand. As
regard the pollution factor scope for a greener kilns should be explored and
implemented. This sorts of studies carried at high costs may generate
considerable academic interests but seldom have relevance with our socio
economic reality.

People living in Dhaka, and those
who have the option of moving out
of Dhaka, should leave Dhaka,
sooner the better. No policy, no
plan would work except this only
step by the people. There is of
course another option; Dhaka
must be declared car free zone.
The government must not allow
import of private cars. No
government did take such an
initiative, which could have solved
the problem of pollution caused by
wrong decision, wrong policy.

: Masudur Rhman

Saif
Friday, February 10, 2012 11:27 AM GMT+06:00 (162 weeks ago)

Pollution, overpopulation and the traffic mess. This is quite an achievement! Well done to our visionary leaders of
BNP and Awami League! This is another step towards digitization.
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